Chapter II

FRANCE AND THE TURKS

THE first great Western Power to establish friendly
relations with Turkey was France. In 1517,
Francis I, in deference to papal wishes, had entered into
an alliance with the Emperor Maximilian and Charles I
of Spain against the common enemy of Christendom.
But nothing came of that project: the conflicting ambi-
tions of the European Powers proved then, as they had
often done before and were to do again in the future,
too strong for an effective Concert. Two years after that
stillborn league the Kings of France and Spain fell out
over the succession to the Imperial crown, left vacant by
the death of Maximilian. Charles won, and thenceforth
Francis became his sworn enemy. In 1536 he joined
Suleiman the Magnificent against his former ally, and
presently the Christian world was treated to the edifying
spectacle of a Christian town, Nice, being sacked by
the united French and Turkish forces.

The amity planted by Francis was assiduously tended
by his successors, and for centuries " the most Christian
King " distinguished himself as the most zealous satellite
of the Sultan. It is amusing to meet among his am-
bassadors to the Porte even abb6s and bishops.1 The

1 E.g. Francis de Noailles, Bishop of Acqs, and his brother the
Abbe of 1'Isle, in 1573-1575 ; the Abbe de Girardin in 1688.
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